
Dr Sarah Thomas & Dr Nicholas Evans 
 
Dear Mr Swinney 
  
Coronavirus (Covid-19): strategic framework for reopening schools, early learning 
and childcare provision 
  
We, as parents of a child in P1 of Gaelic medium education, wish to express our 
concerns about the omission of any reference to GME in the strategy for the 
reopening of schools in Scotland. 
  
We find the framework's highlighting of a model of blended learning deeply worrying. 
Home learning for children in the total immersion phase of GME (P1 to P3) is 
immensely difficult for parents who have little or no Gaelic. The total immersion 
phase is crucial for the acquisition of language skills and the attainment of relative 
fluency. The children have already had a break of nearly three months in the total 
immersion phase and the proposed blended learning model is only going to 
exacerbate the problem. 
  
What particularly concerns us is the passive model of learning only open to schools 
in councils which will not permit any live online teaching. Despite Education 
Scotland's approval of video teaching in both Microsoft Teams and Google 
Classroom, some councils – including ours, Stirling – are not permitting any 
interactive video teaching. This means that our teachers are having to resort to pre-
recorded videos, which whilst excellent on one level, do not actively engage the 
children to speak the language. This puts up additional hurdles against the 
acquisition of language learning. One of the most difficult things for language 
learners is learning to speak the language. Imagine the difficulties faced by five-year-
olds whose parents barely speak Gaelic. Access to interactive teaching which 
involves spontaneous conversations with their teacher and indeed teaching assistant 
would make the blended model work far better.  
  
We feel that given that the Scottish Government has committed to the provision of 
GME, it needs to make sure that there is a national strategy with clear guidance on 
how schools can mitigate the language loss experienced during the school closures 
and how they can help to pupils to improve these key language skills. Without 
guidance from the Scottish Government, we fear that councils such as Stirling will fail 
to understand the importance of providing adequate support for GME pupils.  
  
We suspect that there is a great danger that GME will experience a fall in numbers 
as non-Gaelic speaking parents opt for mainstream English education or remove 
their children from GME. This would be hugely disappointing given the investment in 
education and the reputation gained by GME. Our son's P1 class is the largest intake 
for GME in Stirling in recent years, but the majority of parents have very little Gaelic. 
However, without adequate Scottish Government support, our thriving GME unit may 
face an uncertain future. 
  
Leis gach deagh dhùrachd, 
  
Dr Sarah Thomas & Dr Nicholas Evans  


